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Robert J. Caughey, M.D.
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery
(814) 944-5357

Postoperative Instructions: Ventilation Tube Insertion

1. Upon leaving the hospital, your child may return to normal diet and activities, including school.

2. You may be given antibiotic ear drops for 5-10 days after the procedure. Place 3 drops in each ear 3x/day. They occasionally cause some burning and may cause some old blood to drain; this is expected. 

3. Placement of tubes in the ears is not associated with much pain. Children’s Tylenol at the manufacturers recommended dose can be given every 4 hours as needed for a day or so.

4. Fever or foul-smelling drainage may represent infection. Call for an appointment if this occurs.

5. Tubes usually stay in place for 3 months to a year, sometimes longer. After your initial follow-up visit, the ears should be examined every 3-6 months while the tubes are in place.  It is important to keep your follow-up appointments.



[bookmark: _GoBack]**For questions or concerns, call the office (944-5357) Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  In the event of an emergency, the answering service will page the ENT on call during nights and weekends.
W:\POST-OP INSTRUCTIONS\ENT POST-OP INSTRUCTIONS\Caughey postop instructions Ventilation Tube Insertion.docx
image1.jpg
_

ADVANCED CENTER
FOR SURGERY




